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LIVES, VOYAGES, any TRAVELS, 


. OF 
A 


Thomas Jenkins, and David Lowellin. 


1 the caſtle of Methravil once ſtood, in the county of 
Montgomery, Anno 1726. 1 removed thence: with my 
parents, to an hereditary eſtate of their own, ſituate be- 
tween 'Aberiſtwith and Cardigan, on the ſea coaſt, when 
about three years old; and, having a full proſpect of the 
veſſels paſſing up and down the channel from my father's 
door, my early attention was from time to time engroſſed 
by them, and frequent enquiries were made concerning 
them; which increaſed as my ideas ed, till they be- 
came troubleſome, and often difficult for thoſe near me to 
anſwer; which raiſed in me a defire of ſeeing thoſe fine 
cities, towns and countries, I ſo frequently heard magnified 
by ſervants and others daily converſant with me, whoſe de- 
light was to explain ſuch innocent enquiries to my ſatis- 
faction, whether truly acquainted with the ſubject or not 


| ] DAVID LOWELLIN, was born near the ſpot where 


as ſome, who had never been twenty miles from the ſpot, 


would, from hear-fay alone, entertain me with various 
relations of many diſtant parts, adding plauſible embelliſh= 
ments to excite my wonder; whereof my indulgent paxents 


approved, without refletting on the impreſſion it made on. 1 
mp tender mind, till I had imbibed ſuch inclinations fer 
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\.*>, going to ſea as could not afterwards be removed, though 
never intended for it by my parents, who having no other 
Cehildren, were both fo extremely fond of me as to gratify 
my deſire in almoſt every point; and, frequently hearing 
me expreſs an inclination for going abroad, they jointly 
- "conſented for me to viſit Liverpool, Dublin, Cork, and 
- Briſtol, with Captain Jones and his ſon Griffith, my ſchool. 

fellow, who had been ſeveral trips at ſea before. | 


This youth was of a rambling diſpoſition, and filled my 
head with ſuch idle notions of the empires, kingdoms, 
nations, valuable commodities, and riches, of the globe, 
confirming all he ſaid as really true, that 1 was brought to 
believe him, through ſceing the numerous ſhipping, docks, 
and merchants yards, with the elegant ſtreets, ſquares, 

- and magnificent ſtruQures, contained in thoſe cities. 


I returned from this voyage at the latter end of October, 
1741, after having been full three months abſent from my 
parents, who received me with inexpreflible joy, thinking 
it would be the laſt I ſhould ever make, having conſented 
7 thereto purely to gratify my curioſity, without fuſpecting 
tat I ſhould have any ſuch like requeſt to make in future; 
and, when they found me ſo determined to continue tra- 
verſing the rugged element, their grief became unconceiv- 
ubly great, and increaſed with refleQing on their indulgent 
conduct, for not ſupprefling it in time, by properly check- 
ing ſervants on every occaſion, which they knew had been 
* _ totally neglected; and perceiving it to originate from their 
der fondneſs of me, a return to Montgomeryſhire was pro- 
; poſed and accordingly took place, in May, 1742, fo a 
11 Loſe nearly ſurrounded with hills and woods, plentifully 
2 Rtocked with game, and ſituate near the banks of the Vir- 
new, thinking to wear it from my thoughts by other amuſe- 
ments, nattiely, by fiſhing, towling, ſetting, cards, dice, 
7 — muſic, and dancing, with ſuitable company. Never was 
7 proper advice wanting, or more pains with leſs ſucceſs 
$ _ every propoſal tending towards the eſtabliſhment of my 
teure peace being vnbappily conſidered by me as detrimen- 
A to it; for, being unable to procure leave to ſet out, I 
wat indifcreetly threw off that filial duty which I ought __. 
| to have bolden molt dear, and took 120 pounds Rerling our 


7 =» 4 
2 1 * * 

8 2 3 

- hs 8. 


8 0 


* 


— 5 4 

3 >" 5 2 ; 72 8 : : C 

2 — 1 — 2 . & 7 Fe 4 f ot 2 
7 2 W — - — . — 
> . $b-" * 


— —— 


JR 9 0 'Y By os 


\ Ae ES. OY EL. apo bs Dd 


Th 


. 1 5 ! 


of my father's cſcrutoire, and therewith decamped by night 


_ diſguiſed in a waterman's habit. I arrived at Landerine | 
before day-light, whence I got a paſſage to Worcelter city © 


57% 1 
2 
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in a barge laden with timber, and thence to Broadfley, and 
there took paſſage for Cork, where I arrived on rhe firſk 


of March, 1744, juſt fifteen days after I left. my father's © 


| houſe, being in the eighteenth year of my age. 


b So intent was I in going I know not whither, that I in- 
dented myſelf for three years ſervitude with the commander 
of a ſnow belonging to Liverpool, who aſſiſted me in the 


purchaſe of proper neceſſaries for my voyage, and took me. 


on board the veſſel, being then laden with proviſions for 
the Weſt Indies, to whoſe people I inſtantly became ſub- 
ſervient, but could not reconcile my hands to the corcage, 
which in a few days made them fo extremely ſore, that [ 
could not hold faſt enough to prevent myſelf from dropping 
off the ſprit-ſail yard into ſuch a rapid tide, as inftantly 
wafted me along fide; which the, captain obſerving, ke 
jumped into the boat and drew me out by the hair of, the 


head, juſt time enough to ſave me from periſhing, This 


providential delivery from the jaws of death, in ſuck an 
inſtant of time, brought me to reflect on the diſobedient 


conduct ſhewn'to the beſt of parents, in leaving them as I 
had not before. thought of; nay, every fault I had been 
_ guilty of accuſed me of truly meriting all the puniſhment. 


which the juſt vengeance of heaven thought proper te 


In this fituation of mind I propoſed to ſend a letter to 


my parents, in order to crave their pardon, as alfo of mak - 
ing my caſe known to the worthy commander. But this 


laudable defign was over-ruled by a ridiculous notion of 


being jeered by my companions for undertaking what I had 


not courage to go through ſtitch ; therefore I reſolved ta 1 


purſue my firſt plan, by endeavouring to ſutmount every 
obſtacle thus marked out by my own indiſcretion; and, 
has ing loſt our ſecond mate, with three other hands, by 


the overſetting of a boat, and two more that gave us ſlip 


dy night, one being the ſhip's cook, and the captain ob- 


ſerving the condition of my hands, orgered-me to officiate - 


n his room. The change had the dehted sites in ever 
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„ 
thing but drawing water, wherein others were ordered to 
; afilt till me hands became feaſoned to ir. But the figure 

I cut in pairing the potatoes for lobſcouſe, miking ber- 
* gow, boiling beef, pork, and ptumb pudding, walning 
= greaſy bowls, platters, pots and pans, routing among cas, 
And making fires, was truiy piteous, being curiouſly paiut- 
ed with ſut and fluſh. 8 : 


Me ſailed from Cove in the beginning of April, with 
EE many other veſſels outward bound; and, having a fine paſ- 
ige, arrived at St. John's, in the iſland of antigua, about 
bi weeks after; where, having delivered gur cargo, we 
failed for York town, in Virginia, to take in a cargo of 
tobacco for Liverpool, and arrived there ig the month of 
July, by which time my hands were become pretty well 
ſeaſoned, though till in the cook's office, which eouiined 
me to the veſſel more than any of the ſhip's crew, which 
Iz was conlidered as a kind of priſon, and my indenture a 
EZ warrant of detainure to keep me from traverſing the con- 
tinent of America, which my rambling thoughts run ſo 
much on as ro make me forget the obligations due to the 
=> worthy commander, for ſaving my life in the harbour of 
Cove, and other indu'gent favours conferred on me during 
the voyage, moſt obſtinately breaking through the agree-. 
ment ſabliſting between us, by artfully giving him the flip, 
and flying to the houſe of a planter for ſhelter; but the 
place of my retreat being ſhortly made Known to the cap- 
rain, he ordered me on board, and complaining of my in- 
gratitude, embelliſhed my hands with a pair of ruffles, hu- 
mourouſly ſaying, they became me very well, as being or- 
nmamental hes uſeful on the [preſent occaſion. But having 5 
mall hands, and the irons being over large, I privately 8 
drew them in and out at pleaſure, without being ſuſpe ted, Ie 
till a ſuitable opportunity of - eſcaping . thence afforded, 
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through the means of a country ſkipper, who came along . 

* fide with a lading of tobacco, and privately agreed to carry 
mee to his friend's houſe, where I might be concealed: till 
after the veſſel left New York, for one guinea reward; 
agand to bring it about proper y, I ſtepped on ſhore in the * 
evening, concealing myſeif in a buſh near the water - ſide, 
Wbenes they took me as the flat paſſed along with the ude fl 
= a-flood, on having a quarterly wine. N 


The next day he Wong me into the company of Mr. 
George Sinclair, at his own houſe near Weſt Point, who be- 
ing made acquainted with the concern, pofitively refuſed to 
ſhelter me under his roof, Cu no other conditions than that of 
ſerving him as an apprentice, for the period of two years, to 
his trade or occupation of ſhoemaker, which I preferred to 
the mortification of being conqucted back to the veſſel, which 
without my ſpeed» compliance, I foreſaw muſt really hae 
been the caſe; therefore, withent hefitatiug, the bargain 
was ſtruck, indentures drawn up, and properly executed be- 
tween us, when I found my new maſter's family to confift of 
five in number, viz. himſelf, wife, and three ch:lJrenz the 
two youngeſt females, the oldeft a youth about eighteen, 
brought up to the gentle craft, who became my chief in- 
ſt ructor, and very ſuitable one be proved, on account of his 
being well verſed in the French language, having learned it 
of his mother, who was deſcended from parents of that 
nation, and her huſband taking delight therein, it was more 
practiſed than Engiiſh, that it might thereby become mere 
eaſy to the family ; ; and it ſo far enprofſed my attention, as © 
conſidering my reſtleſs fancy, made theſe two. years ſervitude ._ 


paſs on more OOO than could otherwiſe have 'been er- 5 
pected, 


* 


The ledfure I took in the ſtudy of PE French ES 
fa confined me to the ſhop and ok. that I ſeldom: or ever 
wept out, except in the company of ſome one er other of 
the family, who ſeeing how diligent I was to learn, took ſo 
much pains to inſtruct me therein, that by the expiration] of 
my time, I could not only converſe in, but alſo read and 
write French tolerably well. During that period 1 ſent twW ou 
letters home, without receiving any reply to either; where- 


upon I immediately conjectured that they would not very 75 Fi 


ſafe to write to me on account of my diſobedient condud.. 


Being now at liberty to obs the diQates 4 my own 60 
cy, I, without further remorſe, ſhipped myſelf with Captain 
Vates, in a ſlocp belonging to Boſton, then at West- point, 
ſhe being a trader from port to port along the Americay co t, 
and ſometimes thence to the Weſt- India "Onda wah lumber, 


bringing r rum — ſugar in return; which in Os moſes i 21 5 5 
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many - ſtrange. parts, which was the only thing I hankered 


bave inevitably foundered or been loſt, had not a paſſ-nger 
ſhewn us how to make canvas boxes, which delivered ſand 


London. 


aut wrote a third letter home to my father. His reply came 
to hand in June 1749, with an account of 1ts being the firſt 


1 given up by the phyficians; and with a view to enforce my 


N — ſpeedy return, had encloſed a remittance for one hundred 


pounds ſterling, payable at fight by a Philadelphia merchant. 


| - ; - Tame Time with a mimnte detail of my paſt life. To which he 
wreplied, you could not have prevailed on me to have engaged 
2 you as a hand in this ſloop, through fear of bringing the di - 


3 God to keep you above water ſo long, I moſt humbly 
4 ope he will preſerve you ſafe thronghout the paſſage to Eng- 
land where T adviſe you to go without delay, as I dare not 
7 keep you any longer RE © 


- Theſe words, added to the effecting lines I had juſt read, 
ue me into a kind of melancholy reflections concerning 
HL this happy misfortune; which ſclf-accuſation- gave me to 
ET” underftand I had been the ſole cauſe of; and then, taa late 


and took a paſſage to Briftol, in the ſhip Sampſon, with a 


meh ſtronger defire to be at home than ever I had to leave 
| ici and, after ſix weeks run, met with a gale of wind in the 
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fatiohed my rambling curioſity, as in this veſſel I had the op- 
portunity of learning the aft of navigation, and viſiting 


1 q 43 after. But one day ſhe ſprang a leak, in a gale of wind, 
BZ Heving the pumps choaked with ſand ballaſt, and we muſt 
20d water juſt ſufficient to keep her up till we reached New 5 
This ſecond efcape brought paſt things to remembrance, | 
} de had received from me, as alſo bf my mother's death, and 
* His own health in ſuch a dangerous fituation as to have been 


This letter I ſhewed to the captain, acquainting him at the 


vine wrath upon me, had I known it ſooner z and, as it hat 


to remedy the evil, I flew to Philadelphia, received the caſh, 


cops of the channel, which carried us into Kinſale; whenee 
I :took wy ront for Dublin, and thence to Park-gate 
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in the packet ; where I took horſe; and got hende by the 


latter end of Aupuſt; and there only found two ſervants ia 


deep mourning, from whom I ſoon learned that my mother, 
dn finding my clothes in a cloſet where I had left them, at 
ficſt fight, fell into a kind of trembling, through fear of 
my having made awiy with myſelf, in ſome ſhape or other, 


which being followed by a nervous fever, occafioned her 


death nine montbs after, but that my father was of a diffe- 
rent opinion, by reaſon of the defire J had to travel: and, 


miſſing the caſh, believed I had taken it for ſuch purpoſe; | 


nevertheleſs diligent ſearch was made in the ponds, rivers, 
and woods, for ſeveral days, at my mother's requeſt, meſſen- 


gers were ſent to Briſtol, Liverpool, as alſo to my father's 
eſtate on the ſea coaſt, and other parts, without being able 
to gain the leaſt intelligence of me, inſomuch that my uncle, 
his family, and the neighbouring inhabitants, were greatly 
divided in point of opinion, ſome believing that I was depriyp--— 
ed of life through deſign or accident, while others belie vet 
me to have privately withdrawn myſelf in diſguiſe, being 
ſtrongly confirmed in their opinion by many cotrobotating , 


circumſtances. 


5 My father's bealth began to 8 ſoon after my mother's | FL: 
death, and his diſorder never left bim, although not thouftht © 
dangerous till within a month ef the time he received my let- 


ter, when he died: and all parties jointly agreed in accuſing 


me as highly culpable for not acquainting them with a proper 


account of my intended voyage, by a letter from Cove, which 
was my duty; as ſuch timely information would, in courſe 
have prevented the melancholy cataſtrophe from having hap- 
pened. This point of neglect threw me into deſpair, which 
was highly increaſed by the viſible gloom that appeared in 


every countenance; though my father had, in his laſt mo- 
ments, enjoyed his ſele& friends to overlook it, as a thought. _ 
leſs incident, which any other youth might have beeu guilty. - © Þ 
of, and not make the remaining part of my life nahappy' an &, 
account of that, which he was pleaſed to ſay, my.own'can-. 7 
ſcience would, in future, ſufficiently puaiſh for; and hies 
was truly veriſied: for I 1 myſelf to have been the 
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the common enemy of mankind, 


- 8 


1 chiefly dreamed by night of what I had been muſing on 


the day before; and continued tbus oppreſſed in my mind. 


till, in order to relieve myſelf therefrom, 1 began to think 


of ſuicide; but the everiaſting puniſhment due to ſuch a 


crime detering me threfrom, 1 entered my cloſet, and ear- 


neſtly began to pray to God to ſhew me ſome mark of his 
enlightened. grace, if my grevious ſins were not altogether 


unpargonab'e; 1 remained for ſome conſiderable time 
pouring out my ſoul to him who gave it; then ariſing from 


my knees, I withdrew. into the adjoining room, and, taking, 
a turn or two, threw myſelf on the bed to meditate; when 
the following came into my thoughts, I will be merciful 
to whom I will be merciful ;”” and, gladly applying it to my 
'own caſe, adawn of hope enſued, which was followed by a 


comfortable-nap, wherein me thou ght I faw a confiderable 
large orifice in the wriſt of my arm, which looked raw 


| - within, and dry about the edge, as though it had been 
made for ſome conſiderable time, with the ſharp and rug- 
* ged end of a broken ſtick or ſplit piece of wood, Upon 
ite ſkin appeared two things as black as jet, being no long- 

55 ex than ſmall ſticks, reſe mbling beetles or clocks. which live 
in cellars, or damp places, crawling ſo arrfully to and fro 


about the orifice, as that with all my ſtudious care I could 


not prevent them from creeping, into it, where they bury- 
ing themſclves in the fleſh, ſhut their ſpawn or brood in ſuch. 
= Amanner as that the vifals ſoon became inviſibly infected, 
 . withont feeling any pain except that of the mind, though 
| © apparently ur able to extricate either of them; whereby [ 


was ſo greatly agitated, as to.think of ſending for a phyſi- 


cian to try his ſkill. 


When awaking from my dream, I rembered every par- 
s ticular, at the ſame time looking upon it as a heavenly im- 
7 pulſe; thus typically revealed ro anſwer my requeſt, in 
27 - thereby ſhewirg me what power Satan hitherto had got 


over me, as I now perceived that every ſinful thought and 


1 sction of my whole life orginally ſprang from his infuſion. 
I therefore cried out, ſaying, © Lord, be thou my phy ſi- 


vian, I beſeech thee, and enable me to reſiſt and overcome 
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eauſe of ſhottening their days, and in conſequence thereof 
had excluded my ſelf from all hopes of ſalvation. 
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f After this I remained pretty well compofed for ſeveral 

-days, though not entirely farisfied in mind concerning my 

own ſalvation ; till one day, when leaning back in a great 

chair, and falling into a kind of doſe, but whether aſleep 

or awake I do not pretend to ſay, becauſe I really thought 

myſelf awake, 1 arved a perſon of nearly my on ſta- 
ture gradua ly approach me, concealing all the way ot his 

features from my view ; when near he pronounced theſe 

words, „Believe and be ſaved,” Then he vaniſhed from 

my fight like a ſhadew. This unexpected favour entirely 
concinced me that I was not out of the reach of mercy, Þ| 
My hopes therefore increaſed, and 1 became very thanktul #F 
for having been thus happily prevented from putting a pe- 

riod to my exiſtence, | 25 e 5 


VW 


I now viewed my former ideas with great horror of mind, 
and in order to wear them off entirely from my thoughts, I 
determined on moving to ſome diſtant parts, where the affair 
was altogether unknown, which I directly put in practice. 
by ordering my houſhold furniture, and other concerns, to 
Pe: be diſpoſed of with all convenient ſpeed ; and, having turned 
| them into caſh, found myſelf poſſeſſed of four. thoufand 

pounds, exclufive of my eſtate on the ſea coaſt, which ©” 
brought in one hundred, neat produce, Then diſmifing + 
my ſervants with ſuitable preſents, to make amends for the 
haſty manner of it, I took leave of my relations and other 
ſele& friends, and directed my rout acroſs the mountains of _ 
Cardigan. When I arrived there, I ſent for my tenant, 
and, having ſertled matters with him ro my-wiſh, I rogk'a 
paſſage with Griffith Jones, my old ſhip-mate, who, at 
this time, had a floop of his own bound for London, where + 
merchants goods from Liverpool, having put in there by 
contrary winds two days after my arrival. Upon hearing” 
of it, I quickiy made myſelf and detign known to him, 
whereat be ſhewed me much pleaſure in having my compa- 
ny to London, where we, after a delightful paſſage of 
twelve days, arrived in July, 1750; and being hauled along- 
fide of Cotton's wharf, I tock lodgings with an acquaint- 
ance of his own on Tower-hil: ; whence we in viſiting the 
curioſities, public gardens, and other places of reſort, ac- 
Fidentally met with an acquaintance of good family at Sad- 
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$ ler's Well's, who, having been ſome years in London, ſtrong- 

[ 1 ly invited us both to come and ſpend an evening at his lodg- 
ing in Leiceſter-iquare ; which we accepted of, and found 
WW; him in a very genteel ſituation to all appearance, with ſe- 
veral companions of mean aſpect in com pany; and ſpend- 
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5 ing the evening very a 


greeably, it was followed by other vi- 
fits from time to time. 5 „ . 


” 
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Me ſoon became as intimately connected together as for- 


merly, inſomuch that, when my friend Griffith left us, 1 


took apartments under the ſame room roof. Here our fa- 
vourite diverſions were cards end dice, whereat I and my 


companion, Mr. Thomas Jenkins, were continually partners, 


and frequently came off winners to the amount of five or ten 
pounds, and ſometimes more, for the ſpace of a month or 
five weeks running, which I aſcribed to our ſuperior ſkill ; 
but was therein highly deceived; for, luck taking a different 
turn, we loſt ſeven hundred pounds at one fitting, whereat 


l my partner ſhewed no farther concern than telling me it was 
not the 'firft time he had met with fuch a loſs; but that it 


gave him little or no concern, as he had always got his money 
back with double intereſt; and if I would try my luck by joining 
bim again, he would likewiſe have this ſura, or throw as 
many thouſands after it; and, not ſufſpecting any under“. 


band deſign, I, without any heſitation, accepted his propoſal, 
Which, in the concluſion, fleeced me of all I had, my eſtate. 


likewiſe being ſold to the winner, and the money. loſt. My 
partner alſo pretended to have been ſo far taken in as not to 
have enough to diſcharge his lodgings, which he knew to be 
the caſe with me; and, in conſequence of ſuch ſpeech, the 


Winners preſented us with an hundred pounds each, which 


my pretended. friend - ſaid enabled him to diſcharge his ſer- 


vants and lodgings; as alſo to undertake his journey to 
Wales, Which he propoſed to ſet out for the next day, leav- 
ing me to purſue what courſe I thought proper; and, being 


"aſhamed thereof, I, without mentioning it to any other per- 


fon, conſidered the whole as a kind of temporal puniſhment. 
juſtly due to my paſt conduct; and, without giving myſelf 


- 


| any farther concern, I procured ſea-cloaths, and ſoon got a: 
birth in a veſſel bound for . a HE 71 £44 
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J continued in the Straits trade till the beginning of the 
; year 1757, when I betook myſelf to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
. and remained in it till the concluſion of the war, which be- 

ing over, I continued failing to various parts of the globe in 
; different bottoms, which having nothing more than what 
; commonly happened to a ſea-faring lite, I therefore paſs 
over as unneceſſary. e 


In the month of February, 1770, being taken ſick on the 
pafſage from Naples to Amſterdam, I was left behind the 
veſſel, at the houſe of Mr. Dart, at the Engliſh Flag, in 
Younger-ſtreet, for ſick quarters; where money running 
ſhort, I, at his requeft ſhipped myſelf for the Eaſt Indies, 

' under the denomination of a Dane, no Engliſhmen being ad- 
mitted into that ſervice knowingly. The regular wages be- 
fore the maſt are eleven guilders per month, making juſt 
twenty {hillings, ' Engliſh: money; with a bounty of 850 
guilders inſtead of a venture, which none is allowed to carry; 
but the money is always duly paid en the ſhip's return to 
Holland, whereto we may add another, which they alſo call 
a bounty of 200 guildeis, for which ſum the perſon ſhipped 
receives a note from the clerk at the India Houle, be at 
the return of the ſhip's books from the Cape of Good Hope, 
purporting that the perſon ſo ſhipped is ſtill living, the latter 
being only 5 deception to all ſtrangers, as it is only advance- 
money, and as ſuch deducted from their wages, wherein I 
was alſo deceived, and ſhould, if J had come home in the 
veiſel, have loſt ninety guilders by ſelling the note for one 
hundred and ten before we ſailed; which I only mention by 
way of caution to others. En 
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Matters being thus ſettled, I went on board, and in May 
filed from the Texel with a favourable gale, accompanied 
by Mr. Thomas Jenkins, my Leiceſter-ſquare partner, with 
whom I had been ſo intimately unfortunate, whom I now 
found accoutred in a jacket and trowſers, thongh very fick 
and unfit for a'failor's employ. - The ſhort account was ſo 
very lame and trifling, as does not appear worth inſerting; 1 | 
therefore paſs it over, and only mention the perturbation ß 
mind I ſaw him in, being too great to admit of exeggeration 
therefore, commiſſerating ſuch diſtreſs, made his caſe E | 
known to the commander, who underſtood me in the French 13 
language, and directly ordered Jenkins to ſuch employ as 
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appeared moſt ſuitable to his capacity; and, finding him un- 
willing to enter into the particulars. of his diſtreſs, I did not 
think proper to make any addition thereto by urging ſuch 
recital; but, on the contrary, paſt all over unnoticed, doing 
all in my power to ſerve him, which proved very lucky, as 
he had no other on board to converie with, though ſome of the 
people had a little broken Englith. I therefore became his 
chief inſtructor, often aſſiſting him with what appeared like- 

ly to afford him the moſt relief, whereby his affection was 
entirely gained, which was followed by a ſolemn league, pur- 
zxoſely to Rand by and aid each other on all occaſions. We 
had likewiſe ſeveral French hands on board, all ef whom I 
keld in no ſmall eſteem, on account of their being fer more 
obliging and leſs deceitful than the Dutch. Their proviſions, 
3 which were much inferior to thoſe uſed in the Engliſh veſſels, 
” * broved io great a hardſhip as I did not get the better of, till 
extreme hunger made their grout and other diſhes to become 
" palatable, or atleaſt not ſo diiagreeable; eſpecially conſider- 
4 ing that they may be more wholeſome becauſe leſs ſcorbutic 
than ours, 5 : TH Kg 
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From the b*ginning of July to the x gth of Augaſt, we bad 

Frequent ſtorms of thunder, lightning, wind and rain, ſeme 

of which were moſt tremendous; when being in 13 Eaſt longi- 

tude, and 15 South latitude, we fell in with a ſmall bark of 

12 tons or thereabouts, floop-rigged, with her maſt ſtanding, 
but all her fails in rags, and no living ſoul on board that we 

could perceive. The ſhip being therefore hove to, and the 

mall boat hoiſted out, fenkiog myſelf, and a Dutchman, 

were ordered to go and ſee what ſhe really was; but how great 
Was our ſupriſe on finding two black men and a boy ſo much 
purtrified in the cabin as to be ſcarce able to bear the ſtench I 
that iſſued from the ſcuttle ; which having been properly re- 

ported, the captain and other officers unanimouſly agreed, - 
that the. plague, or ſome other diſorder equally infectious, 
muſt have been amongſt them to occafion ſuch a diſaſter ; 
and they, in order to prevent tbe ſame from being commu- 
nicated to the crew, meſt cautiouſly ſupplied us with plenty 
of proviſions, water and other neceſſaries, as alſo the long 
boat's ſuit of fails and pendent, with others to bend them 
and ſteer after the {hip, keeping them a full league diftance 
from the lee-quarter, and, if we took the. infection, to lower 
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health continued, without approaching nearer than the limits 
preſcribed, till a proper ſignal was thrown out. 


Being therefore willing to preſerve our own lives, we ſecured 
down the ſcuttle without removing the corpſes; and having 
made ſail, found eighteen inches water in the hold, when we 


fell to the pump and ſoon freed her; then conſulting on what 


further ſteps were moſt neceſſary to be purſued, we thought 
ourſelves more ſafe from infection while in the open air than 
if below, and therefore agreed to rrmain both day and night 
upon deck, till we ſhould either fall fick or be relieved ; but 
things happened otherwiſe ; for, on the evening of the 24th, 
the maſt was ſplit to ſhivers, and moſt of it carried overboard, 
the Dutchman killed at the helm, both Jeknins and I ſtruck ' 
ſenſeleſs to the deck by lightning: and upon coming te 
ourſelves, we could not form any proper idea concerning the 
melancholy diſaſter before day-light, when we ſaw the Dutch- 
man lying under the boom quite lifeleſs, 'vezy much ſcorgee, 
not three feet of the ſplintered maſt ſtanding, the ſails half 
burnt, and only prevented from being wholly conſumed by the 
torrent of rain that fell during the ſtorm; part of them, with 
the raft and maſt-head, floatin: along ſide, the ſhip ſtanding 
tight from us, at ſuch a diſtance as to be quite ont of fight in 
two or three hours after; however, on ſounding the pump, 
we found ſhe had received little or no damage in her bull, 
therefore we cleared the wreck, and converted the boom inte 
a jury-maſt, endeavoured to make fail after the ſhip, but were 
driven faſt to leeward by a ſtrong current that ſet in ſhore 
from the ſouth-weſt, es - 5 


Notwithſtanding every diſcouraging circomſtance that oc- - 
curred, we, the next day committed the body. of our ſhip- 
mate to the deep, with the ceremony always uſed on the like 
occaſion, | 115 © 88 


But now, finding ourſelves unable to avoid being carried om 


the uncivilized part of the African coaſt, we preferred death by ER - 


the plague, to the thoughts ef being maſſacred or enſlaved by - 


the natives; and having recommended ourſelves to the divirie 
protection, ſtripped into buff, and drawing the putrified bodies 
one by one from the cabin launched them overboard: then 
tearing down part of the bulk-head, took off the hatches to 
make the air circulate fore and aft; which being done; 
35 ſcraped and waſhed the cabin, to expel the obnoxious 
Imiell. 3 . 


— 


A compleat ranſack throughout the bark enſued, wherein 

many uſeful articles were ſoon diſcovered: in particular, two 
{mall boxes, one containing fix different pieces of ſtamped cot- 

ton, each piece full thirty yards in length, with ten or twelve 
pounds of thread; the other a quantity of ſmall looking 
glaſſes, beads, claſp knives, ſciſſars and needles of different 
fazes, as if packed up for merchanidiſe, with a direction on 
each box lid in Portugueſe, as we conjectured by the name of 

St. Salvador being thereon, but could not make ſenſe of any 
more for want of the language. 4 


Near a hundred weight of gunpowder was likewiſe found 
in good condition, as alſo three times that weight of leaden 
balls and ſmaller ſhot, of different ſizes, with a quantity of. 

gun and piſtol flints, but no fire arms, or any other thing of 

conſequence; till the next day; when we luckily diſcovered 
two muſquets with their bayonets, two fowling pieces, two 
2 brace of horſe and one of pocket-piſtols; with ſix ſmall axes, 
twelve hand ſaw files, ſour hammers, a dozen gimblets of 
different ſizes, and two hundred weight of nails; three hand 
faws, three chiſſels, three ſpades; and as many cutlaſſes in 
their ſcabbards, all new, which appeared to have been carefully 
cencealed between the ſcaai-boards under the cabin beds, 
being all we found except à few ordinary clothes which the 
blacks uſed to wear; an earthen pot, two plates, three broken 
> knives, and a wooden can, with about five or ſix tons of 
blallaſt in the hold, but not the leaſt ſign of any proviſions, 
roots, fruits, waters, fpirits, wine, oil, tallow, or any 
* thing neoeſſary for the ſupport of human life was to 
— 8 3 EL FRO 5 
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Having made ſuch neceſſary diſcovery, we jointly agreed, 
that the poor negroes had net died of the plague or other 
peſtilential diſtemper; but it appeared moſt probable, that 
they, by endeavouring to make their eſcape trom ſome part of 


the Brafil coaſt, had been loſt, and ſtarved to death, for want 


on the vaſt Atlantic ocean; and what confirmed us more 
clearly in this opinion wa», there being nv pen, ink paper, 
compaſs, quadrant, or other inſtrument neceſſary for the un- 
dertaking of ſuch a voyage, leſs or more then what we brought 
from the ſhip. At this time we were in 15 eaſt lonzitude, and 
18 ſouth latitude, Rill driving towards the land, which we, ac- - 
cording to expeciation, ſaw right a-breaſt on the 29th baring 
due eaſt, and looking high, at the _ diſtance of ſeven or eight 

leagues. 188 IF 43169 


— 


In this ſituation, we thought it more practicable and likely 
for us to reach ſome European, ſettlement on the Guinea coaſt 


than the Cape of Good Hope. though at a more greater diſ- 


tance; and therefore we gave up all hopes of gaining the Cape, 

and putting about, ſtood to the northward ; but all the fail 
we could make proved ſufficient to keep us from being heaved 
on ſhore by the current, which drove us to the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of looking for an opening to run into, being the 
only chance we had left to prevent the bark from being carried 


| aſhore in the ſurc, which, in the fineſt weather runs very high 
on this coaſt. Fe „„ L 1 


It was not long after a ſuitable opportunity offered for, 
on the 1{t of September, 1770, we anchored in à little cove, 
or inlet, every where ſurrounded with hills, woods and rocks, 


- 


except on the ſouth weſt corner, whereat we entered with the 


tide a- flood, as appeared by the veſſel's being a- ground fo very 
ſoon that we cqauld walk round her on the ſand full three 
hours before low water; and ſeeing no inhabitants, or any 
other thing to oppoſe our deſigns, we therefore, both well 
2rmed ventured to aſcend the ſummit of the next adjoining 
hill; whence the extenſive proſpect we had of the inland 


country; with it's riſing hills and lofty woods, here and there 
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© deverſified with verdaut favannahs, and purling rills trickling 


down the rocks, as alſo the chantii'g of numbers of uncom- 


mon birds, warbling their wild notes with native harmony, 


_ defence than two axes which we had in our hands to knock 


made the aipect of the country to appear truly delightful ; 
and obſerving that neither 2 84 N Ns beaſt bene, in 
view, concluded this part of the coaſt to be without inhabi- 
tants, and that we had. not fo much to fear concerning them 
as was at firſt expected; therefore em our return to the inlet, 
we thott a wild turkey, large, fat, and good, whereof we 
made ſcveral delicious meals; but, not being fully convinced 
of our perſonal ſafety, we, to prepare for the worſt, re- 


moved our meſt valuabie concerns, into a convenient hole in 
the rock, which had fo low and narrow a paſs, that only one 


could enter on his hands and knees, though it contained room 
enough for a habitation within, if found neceſſary; and of 
this hole we made both ſtore-houfe and magazine, thinking 
it tar more tafe then the veſſel, which lay en the ground, 
fully expof d to the natives, if any ſhould appear; a moſt 
lucky circumſtance for us, for on the eight of the fame: 


© month, being looking for turtle and other ſheli-fiſh, near the 


entrance of the cave's mouth, without any other weapons of 


Mell-fiſh from the rocks, our retreate te the veſſel was ſudden- 


y cut off by ſome hunderds of blacks, or negroes, with ſhort 
hair, all well armed with bews, arrows, and lances; from. 


whom ſeeing no poſſible way to eſcape, we inflantly fell into 
their band, without the leaſt ſhadow of refiſtance; and we 


were directly marched to the verge of a ſhady wood, which 


Hy at the other fide of the hill; where having made ad bolt, 


they regaled us with plantains, bananas, roaſted yams, and a 


kind ot liquor which proved no ways diſagreeable, ſerving it 


up in cocoa-nut ſhells, which we received very thankiully, 
and. were offered. part of a monkey half raw and half roaſted, 


which they tete in pieces like as many dogs; hut of this part 


of the requeſt we did not chuſe to yartake, 


— * 


Wo Preparation for reſt being then to be made, they lay them- 
ſelves down upon the grais, forming a circle around us, with. 
mot ions for us te lie down alſo. We complied; and, ſeeing 
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no way to eſcape, remained there about five of fix hours; 
when being regaled with a fecond repaſt, they began in the 
cool of the evening to march due north, and continued on 
thro' ſavannahs, with a ridge of hills on the weſt, till about 
two houys after ſun rife, when we came to another inlet, oa 
pening, at the diſtance of 18 er 20 miles from the former 
where having made a halt, they refreſhed themſelves, and. went 
to reſt under the ſhade, as on the day before, all except ſmall 
parties of fix or eight, that went out oceafionaly to forage 
and bring in provitions, whereof they did not ſeem to be in 
want, as they took three mea's each day, but not fleep by 

mght till the 12th, and, after having in the like manner 

been conducted for about 40 miles to the north-eaſt, we were 

then fold, or otherwiſe delivered up to a black, or Indian 

with long hair, who appeared to us as a ruler over 4 great 
multitude of his own ſpecies, being clothed from below the 
arm-pits toa little above the knees, with a veſt curioufly made 

of flax, or fuch like meterials, with four flaps reſembling thoſe 

of a waiſtcoat, but ſornething broader, haveing likewiſe ſeve- 

| ral flat bits of gold faſtened to his hair, by way of ornament, 
Many others did not appear muck inferior in point of dreſs 
but the poorer fort, being by far the greater number, hal 


" 


; only ſkins of wild beaſts, or pieces of cloth tied about their 
1 waiſts, and leſs quantities of gold tied in their hair. We 
7 alſo beheld a number of cattle graſing at ſome diſtance, which - 
i we took for aſſes; but, on farther inſpection, we found them 
5 mere like horſes, in height, ſtrength, and fpirit, only their 


ears were large, and more like thoſe of aſſes. They were 

properly tratned fot rid ing en or carrying burdens, of which 

they had-pletity; 3 . | : 

; Our new maſter proved mild, humane, and gentle, to the 

* higheſt degree, uſing vs more like companions then flaves, - 
both at victual and otherwiſe, daily admiring our hats, caps, 
handkerchiefs, jackets, ſhirts, and trowſers, being all of the 
cloths we had; and when he firſt ſaw us cut things with a 

. rlaſp-knife, he became almoſt frantic, having never Teen the 
like before; yet he refuſed to accept of theſe valuable infira- 
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1 freely offered up; for the blacks bad not ſtripped 
or taken any thing from us, except the two axes, which they 
took from us when they firſt ſeized us, and which we never ſaw 
afterwards, although we did not wholy part ſrom the negroes 
for near a month, during which time they. continued barterin 
many of their -own ſpecies with the Indians for cloths, gol 
and ivory, there Wy anan nual EAA with them ſor fuch 
| P urpoſe. z 


.v 


We had now the pleafure of ſleepiug upon a eraſs 3 
under a tent, with our new maſter, made of cloth, ſo covered 
with horſe hides as to make it proof againſt all weather, ſuch 
kind being uſed | by the better ſort of Indians, -but thoſe be- 
longing te the lower claſs were made of ſkins only, and occa- 
fionally carried with them from place to place. Their diet 
"chiefly. confiſted of fruits, roots, and herbs,, whereof they 
had the greateſt variety growing wild and very good, Of 
fſh, fleſh, and fowl, they eat but very little, although in no 
want of cows, hogs, and goats; they had alſo many wild 
turkeys and a kind of partriage, weighing ſix or ſeven 
pounds, with various ſorts of moſt delicious fiſh; but every 

beaſt, fowl, r fiſh which fell in the way of negroes, was 
greedily devoured by them without diſtinRion, not even ex- 
cepting the alligator and ſerpent, which the Indians often 
killed and gave to the negroes to eat, ſome of both kinds be- 
ing ave or fix yards in length, erg we had the * 
| or ſeeing before the 4 tents were e iruck. 


8 


4 3 . FP, 
þ —_ 


| When the negroes returned, the Indians took their rout 
towards the eaſt, through an open country yery thinly inha- 
-bited for about $09 miles, having about 2000 of both ſexes in 
company. with full as many horſes. We had the pleaſure to. 
Tide by our maſter's fide, making r egular - ſtages of about 20 
miles each, ſetting alwa;s i it ſun-ſet, and pitching 
our tents. at ſun-riſing, in which we moſtly continued all 
day, to avoid the heat, which was extreme having a ſufficient 
tier of negroe ſlaves employ ed to forage and e in 
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proviſions from the woods occaſionally, ſome of which they 
roaſted, and boiled others in rough courſe pots made of clay, 
neither glazed within nor without, but which Rood the fixe 
mighty well. Their favourite liquor was a mixture made of 
pre Une oranges, lemons, honey and water, which they 


ad in great plenty throughout the whole journey, and ſome- 


times palm-wine; but the former was holden in far greater 
eſteem by the indians, who, inſtead of pitchers and glaſſes, 


make uſe of calabaſh and cocoa-nut ſhells for drinking 
utenſils, | * | | 7 — — 
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Having paſſed. many riſing hills, pleaſant valleys, avenues, 


and cryſtal ſtreams, we arrived in a town, containing four 


or hve hundred houſes, being low, built of cane. and flicks, 
reſembling baſket work, and roofed with a kind of ' graſs, 
which effectually keeps out the ſtorms. Here old, young, 
rich, poor, male, and ſemale, came to fee our dreſs and co- 
lour, in fuch numbers, as partly to break our reſt, though no- 
thing but civillity appeared in their behaviour. We were in 


like manner gazed on as we paſſed through every town and 
village, which ſeldom lay more than five or ten miles apart, 


till we reached the capital, near a hundred miles farther eaſt, 
containing three or four thouſand houſes, having in the latter 


part of this journey, croſſed three ſhallow rivers, directing 


their courſe from ſouth to north; one paſſing cloſe- by the 
town, and, as we {uppoled, they might all three run into 
one near the equator, or poſſibly diſcharge themſelves into 


another running from eaſt to weſt, and fall into the Atlantic _ 


ocean. The misfortune I had of loſing my inſtruments in the 
veſſel was now much lamented, having only a quire of writ- 
ing paper in the whole, and that luckily concealed in the rock; 


except one ſheet with an ink-horn- which I had in my pocket, 


with which I kept this ſhort account, but what prevented 
us from taking the true fituation of this place, which to the 


beſt of my judg ment lies 21 or 22 caſt lengitude, and 15 or _ 


$ . 


16 ſouth latitude, © * 
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We had the 3 of being preſented to his majety ſoon 


_  Mfter our arrival, and were moſt agreeably received, without 
thewing more bomage than that of the following example of 


. our conductor, who, on approaching near, proſtrated himſelf 
on the earth, which we obterving took the hint, and did the 
_ whence we were quickly raiſed by his majeſty's hand, 


who appeared in a lingering tate of health. He, for ſome 


conſiderable time, viewed us both with a moſt agreeable air: 


_ then, converting a little with our conductor, we were taken 


into another room on the ſame floor, the palace having no 


rooms above any more than any other houſe: hence we had 


as free acceſs to his majeſty as to our maſter, who proved to 


22 be a ſtate · miniſter, frequently attending court: here we were 


many reſpetts as well off, if not much better than his ma- 
jeſty, as we had delicious diſhes of our own cooking, which he 
could not taſte of. We found his majeſty's complaint, 
whereof he had been ill ſeveral months, to be a kind of inter- 


mitting fever, reſembling that I had been troubled with at 


Amſterdam, and of which I was cured by taking of flour of 
brimſtone, which I fince held in ſuch eſteem, as Rill to have 
ſome in my pocket, and by ſign: prevailed on him te take 
| regularly as much as lay on a ſhilling each night and morn- 


ing for the ſpace of fitteen days, mixt with koney, which 


wrought a per ſect cure in him, and highly advanced us to the 


. eſteem of both king and people, We had nothing more to do 


than to command, and to be obeyed in every thing we could 
+, reaſonably expect or defir-, which made the time paſs 
ſmoothly on till the 2d. of Auguſt, 17 We had Bed 
rain in the months of May and June; which over, the Toki 
ans prepated for another trading journey, by packing up 
their cloth in bags, made of ſkins, each piece of f cloth being 
about five feet long, and too feet broad, worked by hand, 
without the help of looms, from a kind of word. reſembling 


flax, that grew wild about the country. They have no inclo- | 


- fures, and did not ſeem to know the real value of gold, which 
their children had been picking up from the rivulets during 
. the whole year, and flattening the largeſt bits by beating thera 


between two ſtones, for their own ornaments, packing up the | 


; remainder with many elephants teeth and ſkelves, | 

Theſe preparations epened a new ſcene, which gave us no 

ſmall hopes of being thereby enabled t. to vilit m_ cove or vhs: 
| W tence 


A n ñ ß 7 “7. Nn re WW wh oo ww & ot 


W—_—_ Mt. ot. % Aa_ 3 


<AF 
F 


KD 


ſtanding by an altar made of earth, whereon he laid them, he 


of religious attention to what he ſaid. Which being over, he ' 


| king and queen, and their attendants, being likewiſe followed 


taper towards the upper end, where ſtood a kind of wall made 


1 n „„ Aa Ai ASEact - 


different colours? the leargeſt being that of an elephant, was 


whence the negtoes brought us; and, having learned ſome littie 

of their language, partly by words, and partly by motion, we 

made his majeſty ſenſible of our deſire, which he readily agreed 

to oblige us in. Accordingly at the time above mentioned, - 
{xt off with our maſter. accompanied by his former train f 
merchants, being a little ſooner than uſual, as appeared by our 
arrival at the creek or inlet near a week before the Negroes, 

who according to the beſt account I could obtain, had lizewife 

a conſiderable nation of our own ſituate neat the ſea coaſt; ant 
extending north and ſouth to aconfiderablc diſtanee on eachſide 

the inlet: As to the ſloop we found nothing of her, except 4 

few ground timbers,with the foot of the ſtem and ſteraſpoſts,ap- 
pearing to have been cut off a little above the fands, wherein | 
theſe remains were ſettled faſt, and muſt in'courſe have beer 2 
thus cut and torn to picces with the help of the two axes that 
we loſt; the negroes having no tools, or other inſtrumest of 
iron with them, we could perceive. Our other affairs being 
{till ſafe, we removed them from the cove to dur maſter's tent 
where every article, except thoſe wrapped in paper, was ſepa- 
rately examined with ſurpriſe and wonder; but noone thing 
allowed to be made uſe of, or taken fro: the bulk, till ve re- 
turned to-court on the 25th of O ober following; where they 
were likewiſe reviewed by the king, Queen, and his three other 
attendants, with equal aſtonifhment. Six ſmall nails, a gimlets * 
with about an ounce of thread, two needles, three muſter 
balls, a knife, and a pair of ſciſſars, being given to the prieſt 
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made a kind of harangue, or ſpeech, for the ſpace of about © 1 
ten minutes, to the chief or greateſt part of the inhabitants A 
reſiding in the neighbourhood, all of whom fhewed a king 


took them up from the altar, walked in proceſſion before the 


in good order to a grove, at the diſtance. of near a mile from 

the town; wherein was an opening, between the trees, ot as. 
bout two hundred yards in width at its firſt entrance, rurming 
with the dried ſculls of different kinds of wild beaſts and N 
other aniraals, carefully placed on each other, and painted _ 


fixed near the center, wherein having put theſe wonderfulcuri- 
oltt ies, be harengued the congregation as before, when every 


- 


one feparately withdrew to his own habitation. The formal 
ceremony. being over, a like quantity was claimed by his ma- 
b jeſty, and as many more by our maſter; which we c.nlidered 
2s a duty paid to the ſtate and clergy, being juſtly due to 
| them as a moderate demand on many goods imported. 


* 
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a The clergy are holden in much eſteem; the circumciſe all 

- their male children at a month old; and according to the beſt 

account we could obtain, they believe in God, or earth; as 

alſo in demons, evil ſpirits, ghoſts, and apparitions, to whom 

they commorily ſacritice hogs, goats, andturkeys, on an altar 
r . 
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A little before their merchants ſet off on their tradingjour- 
ney, a cow was ſacrificed on their altar at the time of the new 
moon, with great devotion ſeemingly paid to tae planet. Be- 
' tag now well acquainted with the value of our mercantile 
Rock, as alſo, with the mutual diipoſition of the pcople and 
manner of travellinz thro' the country, we jointly agreed to 
diſpoſe of all the goods we intended to part with, tr gold, 
negroes {hves; and horſes, to aſſiſt in conveying us acrois the 
torrid zone, to Ethiopia; which {aid undertaking we thought 
no ways impracticable, and if ſuch point could once be gained 
made not the leaſt doubt of reaching Europe by way of Egypt, 
Them ſtep we therefore took, was to make his majeſty fully 
ſenfible:that we intended to change them for gold; whereat 
he appeared highly deligbted, and ſoon furniſhed us with a- 
bout à quarter of a hundred weight of that metel in {mall 
bits, the largeſt of which did not weigh above an ounce4y 
for which he took a hammer, a gimlet, and about twenty 
1 ounds of nails, in return, after having ſeen thei uſe 
„ = fairly tried... The next articles he examined were, an 
2A ax, à band-ſaw, and a looking glaſs. It gave us no ' 
is mall pleaſure to ſee his majeſty chopping off the ſmall | 
5 baughs all round a tree, as high as he could reach with 1 
* the ax, then cutting them off another with the hand-faw, till q 
nearly ſpent for want of breath: and on ſeeing himſelf in the 4 
glaſs, which had not been taken from the paper ſooner, he haſ- 8 
- tily ran back ſome yards with his eyes fixed on it: then ap- 
_ _  proaching ſlowly, peeped behind to and again, ſeveral wow: 
"ES +4 . | 3 258 3 | fore 
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before we could prevail on him properly to examine it in his 
hands. As to the needles and thread we made them ſenſible 
of their worth, by ſtitching the flaps of two noblemens veſts - 
together as they ſtood near each other, who, on perceiving Br 
them faſtened, looked greatly chagrined: but we ſoon dif-. 
pelled their fears, by cutting them aſunder with the ſciſſars, 
whereat a ſudden laughter enſued ; and with a view to con- 
tinue ſuch pleaſantry, ve tied various ſtrings of beads roane 
the neck and arms of her majeſty, and other ladies of rank, 
wherewith his majeſty and attendants were not ſo well pleaf- 

ed as we expected, neither did they reſume their uſual air of 
behaviour, until we had alſo bedecked them in like manner, 
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We, upon the whole, found cuſtomers enough at court 
to purchaſe all our goods except two muſkets with their bay- 
onets, the piſtols, and cutlaſſes, powder, ſhot, with five _ 
pieces 6f cotton, fix pounds of thread, a hundred needles, 1 
three gimlets ten or twelve pound of nails, with a ſingle 
article of every kind which we did not think proper to pat 
with, our wearing apparel being likewiſe reſerved. The 
ſale being over, we found ourſelves poſſeſſed of about 200 
weight of gold, with two complete tents, and cooking 
materials of the beſt kind, ſix negro-ſlaves, fifteen horſes, 
with bags and other geers neceflary to perpare us for ſo 1 
long a journey after their mode of travelling. One im- - 
prudent ſtep nearly ruined all future hopes of ſucceſs; his 
majeſty in viewing the fire arms, though ſtill ignorant of 

| their uſe, appeared extremely deſirous of being ſatisfied con- 

| cerning that point, and being over willing to oblige him 
therein, withont cautiouſly reflecting on the conſequences 
that might enſue, I loaded my piece with ſwan-ſhot, ana 

ſeeing two oftriches within reach, let fly in the preſence of * 5 
many hundred ſpectators, and killed them both; when the __} 
unexpected report, with the flaſh from the muzzle, and mak Z 

ner of ſeeing them depri ed of life, ſo terrified his majeſt /, 
and other ſpe&ators, that we were in a few minutes deſertd 


n 


and left with only two negro ſlaves, who appeared ſo faſtenn 
ed to the ground with the panic, as to be thereby rendered, 
x unable to get away, but ſoon after found means to give © | 
+4 us the ſlip. 3 = DL an, * 
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"The aer tane brought on by this onforeſie! accid odd, 
proved nothing leſs than a total ſeparation from all farther 
"communication .with the Indian chiefs, or others of the 
ſame nation: every one, both male and female, running to 
a great diſtance on feeing us approach; neither did all the 
motions and ſigns we could make uſe of prove ſufficient to 
invite them near enough to converie and be convinced of 
our innoffenſive defigns and good-will towerds them ; their 
Hhoufes were all deferred wherever we came, and every article 
contained therein left to our difpoſ®, yet we did not touch 
or embezzle any thing except proviiions; and, finding our- 
ſelves thus fooliſhly deprived of our ſix ſlaves, and that we 
need not expect any other aſſiſtance from them or the Indians, 
it reduced us to the 'difagreeable neceſſity of dividing our 
mall cargo into thirteen parts, apd laying it on as many 
Horſes, though not more than what fix uſually carried, 
. reſerving the others to ride on; and after having implored 
the divine aid, we ventured to ſet off on the grh of No- 
vember, bending our courſe north eaſt, or as near that point 
as we could gueſs by the rifing of the ſun; that being all 
| de guide we had to truſt to; and, the news flying be fore us 
from town to town, we fond them all without inhabitants, . 
and the people at ſome diſtance viewing us in — as we 
{paſſed long till the 16th of the ms monthe! | 
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We always fet off at ſun- At., moving on a four hours 
in the morning, and at the fame time in the evening, to 
avoid the extreme heat of the mid-day ſun, not venturing 

*to travel by night through fear of the wild beaſts, or other 
accidental miſfortunes we 'might be liable ro meet with in 
patting through ſuch a vaſt extent of unknown country; 
asd heing at this time clear of the full inhabited parts, we 

found ourſelves: unable to make good more than ten or 

twelve miles a day, for want of flaves 10 forage for proviſions 
which took much time; but we were obliged to put up with 
this inconvenience, and we continued at ſuch a rate, with- 

"out meeting with any thing extraordinary than uſual, till 
"the 21ſt of Bec mber, When Jenkins,” haſtily drawing bis 
cutlaſs, ar oue blow cut a ſerpent through at the diſtance of 
eighteen inches below the head, as it was moving towards 
us, and very near ſeizing me behind: this narrow eſcape 
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put us more on our guard than uſual, eſpecially whilſt feek-. 


1ng proviſions, as it happened at fucha time. It meaſured 


about ſeven yards long, and ten inches through in the thick 


part, with a grey back and ſpeckled belly, in ſhape re- 
ſembling thoſe ſmall ſaakes we have in the iſland of Great 


Britain. = 27 54 553535 


Till this time we met with good water every day running 


from the hills and. mountains, that were ſituate on one ſide 
or other, as we paſſed along; but now entering a low flat 


country we found none the firſt day's journey, which gave 
us no ſmall uneaſineſs, by reaſon of our having no more 


than what was barely ſufficient to ſupply the beaſts with; 
nevertheleſs, venturing on the next day, we came-to. a 


rivulet by ſeven o'clock in the morning; and pitching our 
tent near the ſpot, began to prepare for the Due 


by filling our water bottles, or rather bags, conſiſting of 
twenty-four in number, each bag holding about five gallons, 
Englith meaſure, being made of cow hides, faſtened two 


and two together by the Indians, for the purpoſe of hang- 


ing acroſs the horſes backs, anſwering better than ſmall _ 
caſks, they being equally tight; and without ſuch convenience 
we muſt have abſolutely periſhed with thirſt, or returned 
whence we came, as in the courſe of the journey, it ſo hap- 


pened, that we ſeveral times paſſed on for the ſpace of four, 


five, and even fix days at a ſtretch without being able to 
procure more water than what was carried in thoſe bags, 


which took ſo much time in filling, as thereby to keep us 
from ſetting off till day light next morning. N OAT 


We continued our rout through the flat country, moſtly 
knee-deep in graſs, among which lay many ſerpents; but 
none happened in our way fo large as that before deſcribed. 
We ſeldom got ſight of any hills, and what we ſaw appear- © 
ed very low, On the firſt of February, 1772, we came into 
very wet and ſwampy ground, more plentifully ſtocked with. 


aliligators than in other parts of the journey; by which we 
conjectured that we were drawing near the banks of ſome 


river, which the lofty trees in front concealed from our fight, 


accordingly, aſcending the top of a tree, I ſaw the river at 
no great diſtance, appearing to be near a mile acroſs in the 
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+; narroweſt part, directing its courſe from eaſt to weſt, but 
in a circular form, reſembling that of a haif moon, into 

. Whole bite or hollow, we had accidentally fallen: and being 
Z - unabieto croſs with the cattle, we were obliged to alter our 
Wo Tout due eaſt, keeping along the ſouth-ſice, till a place 
=  fhallowenovgh to paſs over it might offer. Nothing mere 
Wo _Wſpiriting could well have happened, for from day to day, 
. => and week to week, we ſearched for the long wiſhed for ſpot 
fr p without ſucceſs; and what made this diſappcintment ſtill 
1 more diftrefling; was our meeting with another river, which 
Ml =  HAifcharyed itſelf into that from the ſouth, appeared equaliy 
_ Ae 3 5 1 | q uy 
difficult to croſs. This reduced us to the difagreeable neceſſity 
= of traverſing its courſe, as we had done the former. Atter 
Al, we were obliged to encamp on the weſt- fide, till atter 
= the wet ſeaſon, which began on the 17th of April. 
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> Game. in_view. We alſo ſaw a number of monkies of 
> _ different colours, with a wild cattle, hotſcs, buffaloes, 
| deer, goats, and other four-legged annimals; but the mot 
terrible of all was the barking of wolves, which frightfully 
echoed from the woods by night, and the alligators. To 
ſecure us from theſe, we always kept a fire burning by night 
near our tent, where the Horſes continually grazed; having 
been, as we fuppoſe, regularly trained ro fuch'a habit. The 
Whole fifteen were ſtill in good order, our health no way 
_ unpaired, and we returned thanks for ſuch a valuable 
| bleſling. JJCUCCGCb0ß0ç⁰ðↄU Ak JOBAT tr Web oe. 4: > 
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On the 15th of July, we reſumed our journey, it baving 

for ſe me time been dry, and the river which had overflowed 

à large tract of land, drawn within its banks. 9 0 

On the 18th, we ſaw large bills right before us; on the 
21 we came to three huts in a valley, near the foot of a 
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hill, which had ten negroes of both ſexes in them, wha at 


firſt ſeemed iimourous and fearful, but growing-bolder, they -- 
at length conduRed us 1afe over the river, for which piece 
of ſervice we gave them ſix ſmall nails, a needle, and a 


{kkain of thread, wherewith they ſeemed very well pleaſed. 
Hence we changed our rout to north eaſt, as near as we 


couid think, intending to fall in with the other river, where 


it might be found paſlable, 


Ns | 4 N 


Wi'e met now and then with rifing hills and pleaſant val- 


lies; thinly, inhabited with negroes, ſome of whom attempt- 


ed to ſeize our horſes, but I fired my piece over their heads, 


which made them fly to a great diſtance; others behayed 
civily, in bringing us palm- oil, fruits, yams, and cocoa-nuts, 


for which' we made ſuitable returns, and offered to purchaſe 
one or two of their people, but they refuſed to ſell any. In 
the low flat country we ſaw but few, and theſe fo very ſhy _ 


as always to keep a ſufficient diſtance from us; yet theſe 


few made the face of the country far more liyely and pleaſant 
to paſs thro? than that in the former part of our journey. 


had been. 


On the 13th of Auguſt, we fell in with a river, directing 
its courſe from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, whoſe banks we 
traced till the 45th, and then crofled it ſafe near the foot of 
a hill, where obſerving the highlands to run along farther 
eaſt, and, the nearer we approached, the more inhabittnts 
there feemed to be, who frequently ſhewed ſtrong inclina- 


tions to moleſt us; we therefore agreed to travel in the flat, 


but keep as near the highland as we could with ſafety, look-. 


ing upon this as a branch only, and we might expect to 
find the main river lying ſtill before us, which proved to be 


the caſe; for, after this, we met with running ſtreams far 


more frequently, as.aweek ſeldom paſſed without our having 


one or more of them to croſs. The inhabitants of the plain” - 
alſo grew bolder, and by the zoth of September, when we 
ſaw hills right a-head, their numbers fo mcreaſed, that we- 
thought it dangerous to proceed farther. Upon this we 
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once took our rout due north, for we well knew that the 
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| main body of the river lay that way, if we had not already 
paſſed over it, keeping as far from the high land as uſual, - 


On the 4th of October, we fell in with it, but it was ſtlll 

_ Impaflable, though not more than 200 yards acroſs, which. 
— obliped us to trace its banks towards the hills, in the ſight 
of blacks every day, whoſe numbers multiplied as we drew 
near, till we at length obſerved them hovering at ſome 
diſtance. in parties of ſix or ſeven together, as though intent 
in making us their prey; we therefore prepared for the 
expected attack, by loading our piſtols, moving on with 
fixed bayonets, having loſt our fowling pieces in the ſloop. 
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On the rgth we came to rifing ground, where the ſtream 
appeared ſhallow enough to croſs, and the blacks obſerving 
us deſcend the bank, which was not very ſteep on the other 
ſide, quickly joined all their parties into one body, making 
upwards of twenty in all, and proved ſo very ſwift of foot, 
das to lay hold of every horſe we had before they reached 
- the water's edge; theſe two we rode on being ſurrounded. 

by nine or ten, who aime ] to pull us off; but having placed 

ourſelves cloſe together, two of the boldeſt were inſtantly 

- run through the body with our bayonets, which did not 
put an end to their deſigns, or prevent the reſt from en- 
* -- Eeavouring to pull the lading from off our horſes; nay, ſo 
fully bent were they on our deſtroction, that with two 
- __ wooden ſpears, the only weapons they had among them, 
dur two nags were both kAled, and we were obliged 
to defend ourſelves on foot, and to uſe fire arms for the 
preſervation of our livres. Pe 
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We diſpatched half a dozen with our piſtols in leſs than 
two minutes, and obſerving two others make up the bank, 
laden with bags from off the horſes, we took aim with our 
muſnkets, and proved lucky enough to drop them both, which 
ſtruck the reſt with ſuch a panic, as to make them diſperſe 
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different w ys, leaving ten of their companions either killed, 


or ſo wound ed, as in our opinion they could not recover. 
fp x « | | [on e's EG 


We then put our lading to rights, and croſſed the river ; 
with thirteen horſes, having loſt the other two in this unhap- 
py affair; and ſeeing other parties of blacks on this ſide, in 


eder to avoid the ſpilling of more blood, we took our rout 
due-weſt, keeping near the water fide till the 14th, when, 
perceiving ourſelves to be out of all danger of future/attacks 
from their number, we changed our rout for the northward, 
purſuing that line till the 18th, when the rain ſet in with 


ſuch violence as obliged. us to encamp, and remain in or | 


near that ſpot till the 17th, of December, not having made 
three good days journey during that ſpace of time; a cir- 


cumſtance we could not other wiſe account fer, except that 
of our being got 10 or tr degrees nearer the equator, having 


during the months we were at the Indian town, obſerved 
only new and then a thunder-ſtorm to happen, and thoſe of 
too ſhort duration to obſtruct their trading journies. 


Hence we continued on our uſual rout. in the ſight of 


blacks, or their huts, almoſt every day, till the 24th of la- 
nuary, 1773, whee we came to ſuch extenſive ſands in front 
as the beit eye could not ſee over, alſo lying en our right 

and left, where the horſes feet ſunk: down ſo low as render 
ed all our efforts to croſs them entirely uſeſeſs, being ſur- 
rounded with uncommon dangers on every ſide; Ethiopia, 
the only eivilized part we expected to reach, being ſeparated- 
from us by this ſandy deſert, though at no greater diſtance 

than about five or ſix hundred miles in our opinion; it was 
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therefore agreed that we mult either find means to paſs over | 


them, or never return to Europe. Our affairs therefore 
being thought more deſperate. than ever, we again turned i 
towards the negroes in the eaſt, chiefly keeping the ſands” 


in view, til} our retreat was cut off on the agth, by a party 
of fifteen or thereabouts, while as many more ſhewed them- 


ſelves in front, to all appearance fully bent on putting an 


end to our future travels; we therefore without heſitation, 
Mot beth their leaders while briſkly marching up in front 
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15 * country ; when obſerving the vegetable part circle round 


3K rendered much better for the cattle to travel on than graſs, 


= Being therefore unwilling to let ſlip ſuch 2 favourable 


rtunty, we procured ſome fruits, roots, and herbs, 


5 Voiͤth the part of a hog ready dreſt; then loading the cattle 


wich as much water and graſs as they could well carry, we 
WE recommended ourſelves to the Almighty's protection; and 
At day break en the 16th, ventured upon the ſands, taking 
e northerly, by the direRtion of the ſun, as it now 


and rear, we diſperſed the reft among the trees, wherewith | 


point, near three parts ſurrounded by ſand. which at this 
rime were ſo faſtened with continual rains as to be thereby 
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. [2 Þ | 
aud then peeped through the miſt. We proved lecky enough | 


i artiye fafe in a vegetable country next cveuing, ij ing at the 
diltance of forty miles or thereabouts, although the former 
part of our jaurney did net; ia our opinion, exceed ten 
miles a day one day with another. „ e 
Having returned thanks to Almighty God ſor ſuch marks 
- of hits divine favour; maniteltly Bewed in ſafely guiding us 
zcrofs theſe. davperouu: lands, we gave the cattle three ' days * 
rell; then purſved our rout in the ſæme line of direction till 
the 15th, when again the ſands appeared in front, beiog tog 
(xteuſive to Golfs, Which repeated trials at leppgth convinced 
wy of; as alfo that ſuch like mizzleing rain fell twice a he Þ 
chiefly ſetting in near the miedle of march, & ceaſing in the 
beginning of May; aut again from the latter end of Sep- 
tember to the midéle of November, continually faſtenin = 
the ſands, which were, at all other times, ſoft and impaf-⸗ = 
able. oat $irg 37; . 11 : 
During the dry months we found ourſelves in a fruitful 
ſpot, incluſcd on every fide with deſarte, containing} about 
206 miles in length, from eaſt to weſt, and half the extent 
in the broadeſt part, from north to ſouth having gone “rt 
the whole completely; and in ſtrugling to gain the main 
land, from the different parts of the caſt, weſt, and north _ * 
fides, we ſpated no pains,. having thereby loſt three of dur 
beſt cattle, in ſoft holes or quiekſande, by tbe month of Na- 
vember, 1774, when the conſequent reſult of fo many difs _ wad 
appointments, continually attended with ſuch uncommon fa. 
tigue in the wet, proved nothing leſs ban a ſudden detline 
of my fellow traveller's health, who, being ſeized with aa 
pain throughout his limbs was tbereby ſhortly reduced te 
nncommon diſtreſs and miſery, without hope of a proper re- 
medy g for want thereof tbe diſorder increaſed, h: 4 tomach - 
failed, his fleſh declined, his voice became low, his body 
weak and pain (o great as not to bare turning yY,athout make 
ing pitiful groans; and when he ſaw me t Aly diligent in 
procuring; every thing within the reach of my power, and 
carefuhy adminiſtring to his relief, with al marks of true 
_tompaſſicn for ſuch his usghappy conditio: , frequently trem» . / | 
biing at the thoughts of being ſeparated by death, and re:. 
duced to a far more dreary ſituation thr it before, be exelaim- :* +24 
ed, Alas! if you knew but all, yor{ would not think fo 
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much of 
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pra from me, notwithſtanding the conſequence 
cing left by yourſelf in this loneſome place, which 


- 


of year 


Jometimes forctcls me will «fluredly happen; ag alſo, that 
Find Providence will afterwards relcaſe and bring you ſafe 


back troEurope, Know then, that, as the words of a dy ing 
true: | 25 | | 

I I have long fince been prefſed in mind to diſcloſe the 
ſame, but my ſtubborn heart would not give way therete 5 
and, however gieat your ſurpriſe may be, it is no fefs true 
that I came to London: with my fortune, which you knew to 


man, what Jam going to add may be depended on as fcal 


"be conliderable; and, thinking it ſufficient to ſupport au 
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indepe adant character, ſoon formed an scquaintauce wtih,(c- 


vetal young gentlemen, whoſe ſubſtauce was far before their 
Being, I oon became fo very itreightened, for want of caſh, 


a to. find uo better way of fupporting the character I had 


begun than by cloſely connectiug tu y ſeif with, and becoming 
ſubſer vie at to. the dictates of three high · lived ſnarpets; who 


ſo far explained the myſtery of dice and cards, and laid out 
the part I Vas te act forthe himpoſe of ſecuring ſucce(s on 
all occaſions, as ſoon convinced me of - their dangerous ten- 
Lene, aud how impoſſibie it is for ſuch as ſuſpect not their 


geligns to eſcape falling iito the trap. You were the firft 
ever enſunared that way; for which treachcrous piece uf 
; villaigy I received a tourth part of their fortune, being from 


"That time e xtolled as an uſeful member of their ſociety, hving 
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3 net vrious ſet of gamblers, 


lou, then ot ell tte N 
der tac . Siet vation 6: 
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ul all manner of vice and debauchery, from year to year, 


eil our characters became exp 
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osed, and we pointed out a 


— 


mo 


WP SE EY _ La. d 


(oF 


* the denominetion of a Swede, and go to India in tbe i 
ſame veſſel that proved the inſttumental cauſe of our being. 


here. 


Can you therefore pardon or excuſe a wretch, who has moſt 5 . 


wickedly robhed you cf all you had, and conſequently re 
dueed you to the neceſſity of working for our daily bread? 


Nay more, yon being here, is moſt likely owing to that 


very traaſaction, Providence having brought it fo about, to 
puniſh me in your preſence, therefore grieve not after ſuch 
a wretch as the juſtice of heaven thiuks proper to afflict; 


eſpecially as you iee me unworthy to have the leak mark of 


eſteem; but rather content yourſelf with ſalitude, till fuch 


tive 88 divine providence ſhall ſre fit to releate you from it 


28 a Chrittian far more worthy of his protection thaa what 
I am, „„ 


elare d gt before, ſo endeared him to me, that, nctwithftaud - 


ing paſt faĩingꝰ, I conld not think of partirg with him; 2 
therefore ſnewed no marks of diſpleaſure, but returned ſueh 
reply as appeared moft likely to alleviate his melancholy. 


thonghrs by aſſuring bim of the increaſe and coutinuznce af 
my friendly eftecm, as alſo furniſhing him with a ſhort ſketch 
of my own life, or ſuch part as appeared moſt likely to ſhew 


myſelf as great a ſinner, and, if pe ſſible, leſs intitled ta the 


drvine protection than what he realy was: But all I could 


ſay ypon that or any other ſubje& proved uſeleſs; for be de 
parted this life on the 17th of January. 1775. perſiſting in 
bis former opinion to the very laſt moment, I therefore re- 


moved the tent, and digging a grave on the ſpot whereomn it 


ſtaod, made ſhiſt to inter his remains therein, with all the - 
fuseral ritcs due to the corpſe of a departed friend,  beiug thbe 
laſt, as I thought, of the },uman ſpecies I was like tofee. 
I now religned myſelf to my fate; and, tbe tents being 
neaily worn cut, I built a hut orhabitation, after the Indian 
manner and therein found the teols and nails extremely uſe- 
ful; then I converted the tents and ſhins into besding, and 


m ade the whole as comfortable as eircumſtances would allows 


being fituate near a cryſtal fiream that ſprung up at he ft 
of a rifing hill, and came trickling down the hat, whence Thad 
a poſpeRt af tbe weſtern ſans.” ... HERES Op ALES, "> 


. 4 * 


I next conſidered, that my ſtock of gun powder d more 7 
then one balf expended, and, if <ptirely ſo, I moulddbe en- 
gered unable to procure any other kind of proviſions: 'excep 


- 


The apen hearted monner, in which he ſo voluntarily de- 
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turkies, fowls, partridges, hogs, goats, and deer 
alive, which had all this time been ms common 


5 with much di 
| wild and tranſplanted. into about half an zcre of 


be. 


5 0 36 3 


This put n me on a plan of catching ſome young 


? 


diet, and therein I proved ſucceſs ul. for I took 


the young birds out of their neſts, and caugh! the 


others in [nates ſet among trees oF bullies; and 


thus, with ſome degree of ®pleaſure, ] raiſed up a 
tame ſupply, time enough to reſerve a quantity of 
ammunition, ſufficient to deſend myſelf againk the 
wild beaſts; there being lions, tigers, hyznas, leo- 


pards, wolves and crocrodiles, though not fo ma- - 


ny but I happily eſcaped being affailed by any, 
except the hyzna, which ran at me with ſtich fury 
das to receive the point of a bayonet, and the full 
contents of my piece, down his throat, which laid 
him ſquawling on the ground. 


For the N of my tame d 1 dug g up 
Hculty, a quantity of roots that grew 


ound, lying in two different ſpaces near the hut. 
In the ſp ace of three months I received a plentiful 
crop; the one half the produce being excellent 
- yams, and the other half potatoes, of fix or ſeven 
unds each, exactly reſembling thoſe in Europe 
oo ſhape and colour, oY equally as 4h: Þ vat ve- 
"xy ſweet. 


1 had pen fruits of all Ends! in the greateſt 


5 abundance as alſo, honey, ſugar cane ,and tobacco, 

with grapes aud raiſins, pepper and ſpice of vari- 
dus kinds, but no falt, and was therefore obliged 
to make ſhift without itz to which I may add the 
= - cabbage-tree, bread fruit, and MERE 1 bp 
. n yountl. . 
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7 In order. to PRO my life ſtock from the | 
: beaſts of prey by night, I built two out-honſes for 
their reception, wherewith they ſoon kecame ac- 
8 quainted, and grew ſo tame as to give me very lit- 
8 tle trouble in keeping them together. Phe appa- 
| 
l 
f 


rel I uſally wore was a cotton cap, hirt, and a pair 

of trowſers, of my own making, with the addition 

of a deer ſkin jacket and cap, during the rainy 
months, The ums 1 carried were a loaded muſket 

. and foied bayonet, a brace of piſtols, cutlaſs, and an 
— ax faſtened in a hairy belt; thus accoutied, I ufally » $ 
5 rode and wajked about the country, Laving mech l 

ſpare time. I allo examined the running ſtreams 
| of gold, and frequentiy ſaw it lie in ſmall bits of 
various ſhapes and fizes, among the gravel, with- 
out giving myſelf the leaſt trouble or concern to 
pick it up; nay, ſo plenty was the metal, that, af- 
ker every {hour of rain that fell, I could plainly ſee - 

A It intermixed in the ſands in many different parts, 
| being « conſidered as of little or no more value than 
lead, and, as ſuch, wauld have been blown out of 
| my gun, had that article run thort, I likewiſe ſaw 
it lie in many- other parts of our journey, which 
perſuades me to believe, that gold lies near the 5 
furface, without a vein running downwards, as in 
ſuch caſe, it would be as plenty as copper, and 
conſequently of no more vaiue, ; 

[ at various times picked up ſome diamonds in 

the ſands with much indifſereuce; having precured 
three dozen of different colours, all tranſparent, . 
with a few of the brilliant kind, every time I loox- 
ed thereon, my youthſul athbitiog was held in re- 
Membrange, accompanied with e reflec 
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Bons concerning the death of my parents; on 
wich account, I believe m ſelf to have been moſt 
juitly baniſhed om the ſociety of all mnakind, to 
live among the wild beaſts, and there enjoy the 
wealth I had ſo much Jonged ſor, by way of pu- 
niſhment for hankering after it when I had enough 
aud food not in the Jeaſt need thereof. Such 
thoughts were more ſtrongly impreſſedwhen at my 
daily devotion, wherein I was gontinually f eſigu- 
ed, believing my lot juſt and myſelf deſerving of 


P | | 

| Frequently muſing thus, whilſt ſeated on a moſ- 
iy bank lying between the hut and the rivulet, on 
the 11th of April, 1782. I was alarmed with 
the ſeund of human voice, coming from behind 
the hut, which threw me into the greateſt pert ur- 
hation of mind: however I haſtily approached ina 
defenſive poſture. and was ſtill more ſurpriſed with 
the appearance of five well dreſſed gentlemen, all 
armed with fuſees, and ſwords by their ſides, ap- 
pearing equally aſtoniſhed at ſeeing me there, which 
they expreſſed with ſuch tender looks of compaſ- 
fion as-ſoon gave me to underſtand, that, inſtead 
ol enemies: real friends, which they according/y 
proved to be, accoſting me in an unkrown lan- 
guage: then in broken French; defiring to know 
What ſtrange miracle had brought me there; which 
I underſtanding, informed them of in in the ſame 
language, as alſo concerning the loſs of my com pa- 
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= 8 rion by death upwards of 7 years ago; which hay- 

ls Ang properly attended to they diſcourſed a little.- 
=_ —_- Shen turning to me again, ſaid, if | were deſi- 
moss of leay ing the ſpot where Ithen was, and would 


= conſent to have my eyes tied up, or ſo muffled - 
= thatIconld not ſee the way, they would in the ſpacg 
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ofa ſew days bring me toa country, where J might, 
during tLe remainder ofmy days, enjoy the cm- 
pany of a civilized people; which I thankfully 
accepting, ſhewing themmy gold, and other niate- 
rials whereatthey ſmiledſay ing, I thould not be de- 
prived of a ſingle ounce; for both that and every 
other thing of carriage, {honld go along with me. 


By this time appeared three other men, with a 


number of camels from the north, who came to 
this ſpot for water to ſupply them on the deſert, 


which they were prepared to crofs; I therefore 
eflered up my breed of live-ſtock, or ſuch pat as 


they would accept for their uſe; and all being 


ready, with my gold, ammunition, arms, tools, 


nails and cotton, they accooding to agreemevy r 
blindfolded my eyes; and, on the r3th we ſet ff 
at a pretty rate, as I apprekended by the motiou 
ef the beaſt whereon I Hat, covered with an oil Hin 
coat made of ſilk, as was every other perſon, hav- 
ivg alſo light tents of the ſame materials, that 
{tood proof againſt the wet; but took very little reſt 
til] the 19th, when, having reached the verdme by 
by my account, they incamped for the ſpace of ten 
or twelve hours; then they. purſued their rout o- 


ver the graſs til] the 25th, when ] was conducted 
to a feather bed to repoſe on, which appeared fo 


much like the deluſion of a dream, that Icould not 
ſleep; and much more ſo the next day when, hay- © 


ing the bandage taken off I beheld myſelf in the 


midſt of a large beautiful and elegant city, inferior 
to none I had ever ſeen for grandeur; the Whole 
formed one regular circle of about twenty miles, - 


with twenty-fqurcapital ſtreets; running from the 


enter to the out ſkirts, at an equal diſtance from ” 
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| The town houſe was a meſt noble ſiruthire; 
| wherein the city buſineſs was tranſacted: it Rood 


 Teould fee the twenty-four ſtreets, all running in a 
| line to the country, from as many windows facing 
each of them. . 
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equal height and magnitude which appeared in 
view, with an image repreſenting the ſun, either 
plated or gilt, on the top of each; which, with a 
far greater number of elegant ſtruQgres and obe- 
Iilks, on the flat robfs of almoſt every houſe, which 
were covered with ſhining metal of various.colours 
at firſt Gght gave the whole a molt brilliant appear- 
LOTS 7 r 7 
In midſt of this ſurpriſe, I-was carefully exami: 
ned before the ſovereign prince, concerning the 
tuſtoms, manners, numbers, and fituation, of the 
inhabitants I bad met with, from the firſt of my 
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nis majeſty and all preſent. 


pleaſure ſeemed to overſpread the countenance of 
Many other queſtions were then aſked concerns 
ing French, Engliſh, and other European powers, 
all of which I anſwered to the beſt of my judgment, 
Aud was diſmiſſed, with orders to continne withir! 
the circle of tho city, 2s their laws would not as 
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inthe center, being the higheſt part thereof, whence 


There was alſo ninetv-ſix odlagon buildings of 


Wil Tanding on the continent, to tbe time they ſonnd 
6 if 2 me at the hut; but their French being very imper- | 
i fe, I was a confiderable time in making them un- 
derſtand Ve properly. When, fully convinced of 
the great diſtance the blacks lived from the hut, 
23 alſo of their being ſo thinly-ſtrewed, without fire 
arms or any other weapons of defence, a ſacred 
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yet pet mit me to exceed thoſe bounds. The houſes 
were all built of brick, three ſtories high, being 


covered and railed about rhe top with different 


ſorts of metal, whereon the people uſually amuſed 
themſelves in the cool of the evening. appearing 
to live in the greateſt harmony with each other; 
neither was their good-will to ſtrangers leſs, as 1 
was every where entertained freely with the belt, 
without payment, and never refuſed admittance to 
the top of any houſe whatever, which furniſned 


me with an opportunity of ſeeing the country, N 


which was well ſtocked with houſcs, towns, and 
bridges, on every: ſide, as alſo vineyards, gardens, 
corn-meadows, paſture, and other green field, 
with an innumerable quantity of camels, drome» 

daries, and horſes, 2/0 8 | 


— 


Upon the 24 capital roads I ſaw ſome laden with : 4 


burdens, and others yoked in wheel-carriages, 


bringing proviſions and merchandiſe to and from | 


the city: - coaches, chaifes, chairs, and other ma» 
chines of that kind, being ſeldom uſed, except by 


ſuch as could not walk; I therefore ſaw but few f 
them. Their common diet was fiſh, fleſb, and fowl, 


with butter, cheeſe, milk, fruits, roots, and herbs, 
in the greateſt variety, which in drefling they make 
extremely palatable, or my having been ſo long 
without ſalt cauſed me to think ſo. They likewile 
had tea, chocolate, and ſugar, with rum, . brandy, - 
and many ſorts of excellent wines in plenty, but 
very ſeldom drank to exceſs, or diſguiſed theme 
ſelves therewith. „ 3 PETR” 
The numerous artiſts were truly ingenious in 


mY 


manufacturing almoſt every kind of hard and ſoft 


ware, except woollen, whereof they had none, 


* 1 


but 00 "EAN? for fuch loſs with cotton, ſilk, 
and linens, wherein they excelled all } ever favy 
elſewhere. 

In regard to diſtinction, very lite: was ſhewn 10 
the ruling magiſtrates, great men, or elerzy, more 
than others;- yet all readily obeyed their commands 
in every point without complaining or murmuring. 
Every thing I ſaw perſuaded me to believe, that, if 
trove chriſtian charity were eſtabliſhed there, they 
wouid be the moſt happy of all the human race. 

In the ſpace of eight months, I became ſo far 
| acquainted with their. language, as thereby to dilco- 
ver that unleſs I married, and were in other reſpects 
conformable to certain conditions impoſed on me 
by their laws concerning a determined reſolution 
of remaining there with my ſamily, I could not 
otherwiſe be allowed to range more than ten miles 
from the town-houſe, ound which there was a va- 
cant . pot of ground, containing about five hundred 
yards i in width from the other houſes, where cri- 
minals for murder, theft, and adultery, were pu- 


= niſhed in the foliowing manner. 
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Ihe two former being led three times ond the 
| bone with a label on their back and breaſt, 
pPurporting the crime they had been guilty of, were 
| then committed to priſon for life, and after desnh. 
Lea bung in the ſame place where they had 

en fo expoſed: and the latter, with no differ- 
Ence than that of tying the male to a ram or he- 
goat. and the female to a ſalt bitch, with the neceſ- 
| tary labels, and every other part of the puniſhment 
Es inflicted on the former: nay, ſuch an averſion had 
they from ſpilling of human blood, that, by their 
ww went, vo lort of * were ever (pat 
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death by their, own laws; and, confine to tra- 


dition, a moſt plentiful country beyond the deſerts 


had, upwards of 3000 years ago, been quite for- 
ſaken by their anceſtors, in order to avoid ſpilling 


the blood of ſome neighbouring enemy that made 


war againſt them. 


They, with their wives and families, ad ſhift _- -] 


to croſs the deſerts to this place, where their poſ- 


terity have flouriſhed ever fince, and lived peace- 
ably together, without meetit g with any moleſta- 


tion from troubleſome neighbours; and their 


ſituation being ſtill unknown to other nations, they, 


to prevent diſputes and quarrels with them, chooſe ? 


to keep ſo. 
Hence, it appears the only reaſon they had, for 


confining me within ſuch narrow bounds, was fear, 


leſt I ſhould find my way to any other nation, and 


by making their ſituation known, involve them 1 In 


future broils. 


They all agreed to its being handed down n 6 


their anceſtors, that two ſtrangers came amongſt 


them about 100 years ago, one of them was a 
Frenchman, whomarried a princeſs, and lived there” 
highly reſpeded for ſomething more than 20 years, 
during which time ſeveral perſons learned to con- 
verſe in his language, ſome relics whereof remain= 
ed among the courtiers: and the other being fuf- 


pected of treachery, every neceſſary caution that 


could be made uſe of to prevent his defi igns from 


taking place was practiſed, yet he made the attempt, 


and e therein, ſhot himſelf tarough the head #47 


with a piſtol. 


They ſtyle themſelves the Twelve Tribes, and 
were e by a as h different — ied hw. 
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dreſs. They were of a brown complexion ; but 


their origin I could not trace out. 

Upon the whole, in making love to a female, 
with an intent to marry, and have my bounds en- 
larged, I made uſe of ſuch innocent freedom as 


da ſooner have been approved of than deemed 


a fault in Britain: for which I was accuſed Leiore 
the ruling magiſtrate, who, giving ear to the charge, 
it was made good : whereupon I was committed to 
prifor for life, as a capital offender againſt their 


las, on the 5th of March, 1783. My wealth 


being left to my own diſpoſal, now . uſeful. 
Gold was ſo plenty among them, as to be ſome- 


thing leſs in value than ſilver. 


In a few days. the per ſon who brought me from 


WY the hut, called on me, and converſed ſeveral hours 
= with me concerning the laws of Britain: againſt 


which he at length became ſenſible I had not tranf- 


greſſed in the affair whereof I ſtood convicted; 
therefore, on account of its having been occaſionied 
more thro' ignorance than deſign, he promiſed to 
get my ſentence altered to that of baniſhment to a 
WW country, whence I ...ight eaſily find my way tc Eu- 


rope, if I would agree to be conveyed away in the 
ſame manner he brought me from the hut. An 


© offer the moſt pleaſing of all that could have been 
made in my then ſituation, which I moſt thanktully 
- * . accepted of. He thereat appeared ſo well pleated 
às not to part without firſt convincing me in what 
à heinous light the crime, I bad ſo inadvertantily 


committed, was looked on among them. He. de- 


_ clared, that the firſt ſtep which I ought to ave 
purſued, was to inform myſelf concerning their 


Os: of e and in purſuing it might, with. 
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out any offence to the female ſex or matrimonial 


laws, have procured.a wife, by p:efenting the fait 
one moſt approved of with a roſe bud, who, if ſhe 


approved the ſuit, would place it in her boſom as a 


token of love, for me to preſent her with another, 
half blown, that day month; and, in that caſe 
ſhe alſo placed that in her boſom, I was at full li- 
berty to decline, or preſent her with another full 
blown, at the end of the ſecond month; which if 


ſhe likewiſe placed in her boſom as before, the 


match was ſo far concluded as not to be withdrawn, 
becauſe they had two full months allowed to con- 
ſider of it, by converſing together occaſionally; 
and in caſe the man took any indecent freedoms 
during that ſpace of time, he was ure to be conſi- 
dered as a dangerous member of ſbciety, and as 
ſuch. committed to priſon for life, which on ac- 

count of their regularity in that affair, ſedom hap- 
pens: the affections, of the married couple being 

the only thing conſidered, and, the ſtronger they | 
appear linked together by it, the more pleaſure it 
gives their friends, They never throw wealth inte 


the ſcale, let the difference be ever ſo great, but 


always approve their love for each other as be only 
thing neceſſary to prom'te their future happineſs. 
He then took his leave, and performed his word on 


the 29th of the ſame month, by carrying me away 


on the back of a camel, with eyes covered, having 
eg been ſhewn the exact weight of my 
1 »eighing the ſame before me in priſon. 
We wave {ix or ſeven days, before we came 
upon he deſerts, and ten or eleven m-re befc re ve 
got to the oppoſite verdure; then ſtopping a week, 
I had the Pleafure of looking wo me in the tent. 2 


7 5 - 08 
but no where elſe. After this, we had Another. 


urney of two days, between the verdure and 
the ſands, and five or fix more before we got over 


them; whence we purſued our journey till the 


 x290th of May, 1783, when the baudage was taken 
from my eyes by an unknown perſon, who pre- 
ſented me with a laden camel, faying, Every thing 
thereon belonged” to me, wherewith 1 was now 
welcome 10 provide for myſelf; and then he made 
the beſt of his way, leaving me. it the open rect 
of a large opulent city, without mentioning what 
"ace it was, or even waiting tor my reply: where, 


de multitude I beheld paſſing and repalling about 


their own affairs, on foot, horie-back, and aſs- 
back, with the grandeur of ſome, and meanneſs 
_of- others, ſealed my lips with ſurpriſe. While 1 
was gazing on the, latier of theſe animals, which 


1 5 5 9 carried me ſince I left the ſande, ſeveral 


28 gibinking I was at a lofs, came up to direct 


3 75> D me right, but not being underſtood, others 


| dro near by little and little, till [ was ſurrounded 
with an innumerable crowd of people; from which 

difagreeable ſituation I was at length releaſed by a 
perſon of no ſmall authority: whoſe ſervant led 


my aſs and camel to the convent of St. John, by 
Bis maſter's order, where a F rench miſſionary gaye 


me to underſtand, that I was now in Grand Cairo, 


£ | the Capital of Egypt, and thankfully rewarded the 


fervant. I was there entertained with great hoſ- 
pitality: and, on opening my pack, found my full 
weight of gold, as weighed in the priſon, with no 


| 5 difference, than that of its being changed into ſe- 


gains, ducates, piſtoles, and moidores, to the 


| Te Zipount of thirteen thouſand Nene ſterling. with 
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fome curious pieces of ſilks, cottoris, and linens. 


This viſible proſpect of returning to Europe in 


!uch- opule.it' circumſtances, brought the dying 
words of Mr. Jenkins to my remembrance, and 
looking upon it as the entire work of Divine Pro- 7, 
videnee, 1 therefore reſolved on devoting the re- 
maining part of my life to the ſcrvice of heaven, 
and the good of mankind; at eaſt fo far as iny na. 


tural capacity and ſubſtance, thus inen 


preſerved, would admit of. 
Being informed of three Italian merchants, that 
were pretty well verſed in the French language, 


then in Cairo, and bound for Conſtantinople, 1 ; 


joined company with them, and accordingly ſet off 
the next day but one for Alexandria, which pre- 
vented me from viſiting the antiquities of Cairn, 
which they ſay contains more than two millions of * 
fouls: but let that be how it will, in my judgment, 
the place itſelf covers much leſs ground than Lon- 
don, as appeared when npon the terrace of the caf- 
tle, whence | had a complete proſpe of the whole - 
place, as alſo of old Cairo and the pyramids, from 
a different part of the caſtle: likewiſe Joſeph's welt 


cut in the ſolid rock for near 100 yards in depth, 


whence the caſtle had then a full ſupply of water 


At Alexandria we embarked on board a Turkiſk  - * 
veſſel, and after having touched at Smyrna, ar- 


rived at Conſtantinople, by the latter end of June, 8 
This city has a moſt elegant appearance, and ic, 


without diſpute, much larger than Cairo; ſaĩd to 


contain full two millions of inhabitaus, which, by - 
its great extent, does not look altogether impro:- 


bable. The eſtabliſhed religion is Mahometamſm, 
which depend wholly 1 in er the main Oye: 
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„ FOO ignoranee and that is effeQually 


performed, by prohibiting all manner of books, 

except written ones, which run f very high, that 
none but the great are able to purchaſe them ; and 
this ſtep enables the ſtate to impoſe. on the con- 


a munity, whatever they judge moſt likely to agree 


with their form of government; pretending to have 
prohibited. the printing-preſs with no other view 
than to keep many thouſands of beok-wri:er* em- 
| ployed, who would otherwiſe lie idle; but in my 
opinion the real fact is neither more nor leſs than 
Juſt as above deſcribed, however, the Turks ate in 


general extremely devout, aud alſo charitable, and 
ſo exact in trade, that a child may be ſent o the 
{ſhop or market for things of value, without dan- 
| . 55 fan of. being wronged, to the n of a lingle | 


thing. 
The men are allo ved by law to have fout;wives 


is of their own. religion, - and as many female ſlaves 


they are able to purchaſe. daily buying and ſel- 
. Kog the female ſex i the public market, like ſo 
many cattle, whoſe ſouls they conſider as much in- 
dor to their own; and conſequentlygexclude them 
from equally ſharing in the felicity of paradiſe. 
Here I diſpoſed of fix dia n onds to a Jew merch- 
ant for 5000 ducates, and bore him company thro 
3 to Vienna, and thence to Aix la Chapelle, 
where, being taken ill, I ſtopped fix months, then 
ſet off for Bruſſels, and thence to Oſtend, where, 
.emvarking for Dover, I, on the 13th of Septem- 
bet 1784. arrived ſafe in Lo! don, after having 
en ſo may . 1988 from my oative 8 
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